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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
This chapter presents explanations about (1) linguistics, (2) morpholinguistics, (3) 
word formation process, (4) types of word formation processes, (5) the function of 
word formation process, (6) English new words, (7) dictionary, (8) types of 
dictionaries, (9) Oxford English Dictionary online (OED online). 
2.1 Lingustics 
Saussure (2013) stated that linguistics is the study about human languages and its 
history. Furthermore, Wardaugh (2006) stated that linguistics is related to speaker 
and listener, and the homogeneous of speech in community that has same knowledge 
to use the language not only about the sentences, but also the use of language 
correctly. Besides, Meyer (2009) said that linguistics is the field of study about 
language. Moreover, Pateda (2015) stated that linguistics is the study of science 
which has an object which is human language. From the explanations above, it can be 
concluded that linguistics is the study of human language and its story between 




According to Aronoff and Fudeman (2011), morpholinguistics deals with the 
branch of linguistics which is word formation. In morpholinguistics, there will be 
discussions about the structure of words, how the words are formed, and so on. The 
word that consists of smallest unit that cannot be divided into a smaller part is called 
by morpheme. According to Trask (1997), one of examples of morpheme is the verb-
form taking that has two morphemes, which is verb-stem take and the grammatical 
ending –ing.  
Morpheme has two kinds namely free morpheme and bound morpheme. Free 
morpheme is the morpheme which can stand alone and has meaning.  Meanwhile, 
bound morpheme is the morpheme which is not capable to stand alone. For example, 
the word flawless. Flaw is the free morpheme because it can stand alone and has 
meaning. Meanwhile, less is the bound morpheme because it cannot stand alone 
without the word flaw. Bound morpheme consists of inflection process and derivation 
process. 
 Inflection process is the variation of grammatical forms of a single word for 
grammatical purposes which is past, present, future, singular, plural, and so on. For 
example, take, took, takes, taken, taking. It means that inflection does not change the 
word classes. Besides, derivation process is one of the processes of making new 
words by changing the word classes. It can create of one lexeme into another. For 
example is the word player, which comes from play as verb becomes noun because of 
derivational affixes –er. Derivation process has relation to word formation process.  
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2.3 Word Formation Process 
Word formation is the branch of linguistics in the field of morpholinguistics. 
Word formation process is the way to build the words into a new word. According to 
Trask (1997), word formation process is a way to construct new words from existing 
materials. Meanwhile, according to Hacken et al. (2006), word formation process is 
how to produce the new words based on the some rules. Besides, Plag (2003) stated 
that word formation process is the process to create new words from other words. 
From the explanation, it can be concluded that word formation process is the way to 
construct new words from the existing words based on some rules. Word formation 
processes have some types. 
 
2.4 Types of Word Formation Processes 
Word formation process is the way to construct new words from the existing words 
based on some rules. Word formation processes have some types, such as: 
2.4.1 Derivation 
  Derivation is one of the branches of morphology. It is a way to build new words 
by changing the word classes. According to Trask (1997), derivation is how to 
construct the new words by adding affixes to the existing materials. For example play 
as a verb. If play added by er, it will be player as noun. Therefore, derivation changes 
the word classes. From the explanation above, it can be concluded that derivation is a 
way to make a new words by adding affixes to the existing words that can change the 




  According to Council (2012), blending is one of ways to build the new words 
by combining of one word and the end of another word to make a new meaning. For 
example : 
 Motel < motor + hotel. It is formed from the combination of motor  
             and hotel. 
 Snapgram < snapchat + instagram. It is formed from the combination  
            of snapchat and instagram.  
 Socmed < social + media. It is formed from the combination  
            of social and media.  
 From the explanation, it can be concluded that blending is the way to make a 
new word by combining two words. However, one of them should be cut and then it 
blends into a word.   
2.4.3 Compounding 
Compounding is one of derivational processes. Compounding is the way to 
build new words by combining two or more words. For example, farmhouse, 
bittersweet, earphone, etc.  The words are not cut then it becomes a word by 
combining the two or more words.  
2.4.4 Zero-Derivation 
 Zero-derivation is one of derivational processes which changes the word 
classes, but it does not add prefix or suffix. Besides, Aronoff and Fudeman (2011) 
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said, “Zero-derivation changes the lexical category of a word without changing its 
phonological shape”. Clark (1995) in Mark Aronoff’s book (2011) gives the example, 
“His mother prepared to brush his hair”. In this example, hair as noun, but it can 
change as a verb, without adding prefix or suffix. For example, “don’t hair me”. 
2.4.5 Affixation 
 Affixation is the way to build new words by attaching the stems. Affixation 
may involves prefixes, suffixes, infixes, and perhaps circumfixes. Aronoff and 









Acronyms are formed by joining the initial letters which has taken from 
sequence of words into a new one (Aronoff and Fudeman, 2011). For example, 
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization), AIDS (Acquired Immune-Deficiency 
Syndrome), LOL (Laugh Out Loud). 
 
 
Prefixes : un + do 
  cyber+dieter 
  hemi+ sphere 
Suffixes : rough + age 
  arachno + phobia 
  cut + ie 
Infixes  : fan + fuckin+ tastic 
  abso + effing + lutely 
Circumfix : KujamaatJoolau- … -al (first person plural inclusive subject) 
 
 




Abbreviation is formed by shortening form of a word to represent the complete 
form. The contradiction with acronyms is on the spelling. Abbreviation is spelled out 
by letter by letter. However, acronyms are read as a word. For example,  FBI (Federal 
Bureau of Investigation), UK (United Kingdom), NY (New York). 
2.4.8 Clipping 
Clipping is one of derivational processes by cutting of an existing word. 
Aronoff and Fudeman (2011) said that clipping is usually used in many nicknames. 
For example, Robert becomes Rob, Susan becomes Sue, Patricia becomes Trish, etc. 
Other examples of clippings are given below : 
 ad  < advertisement 
 co-ed < co-educational 
 typo < typographical error 
 fan  < fanatic 
2.4.9 Backformation 
    According to Aronoff and Fudeman (2011), backformation is a word which is 
created by removing what appears to be an affix. It occurs because of the history. He 
also gives the example, such as cherry comes from Old Norman French cherise, 
minus s, which English speakers mistook for the plural affix. In other examples, pea 
comes from pease, which speakers also reanalyzed as a plural. However, Aronoff 
(2011) stated that backformation is not a productive process to create a new word. 
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2.4.10 Folk Etymology 
According to Harlry (2006), folk etymology is how to produce a new word by 
making sense of an unfamiliar word or changing the word as closely as possible with 
their vocabulary that already exist in the language. Aronoff and Fudeman (2011) give 
examples: 
 Cockroach < Spanish cucaracha 
 Witch hazel < wych [=weak] hazel 
From the explanation above, it can be concluded that folk etymology is the 
process to produce new words by borrowing from another language and it changes as 
closely as possible with their vocabulary that already exist in the language. 
2.4.11 Borrowing 
According to Yule (2010), borrowing is taking words from other languages. 
For examples: sofa (Arabic), piano (Italian), yogurt (Turkish). From explanation, it 
can be concluded that borrowing is how to produce new words by taking words from 
other languages without any changing.  
2.4.12 Double Word-Formation Processes  
According to Yule (2011), double word-formation process is how to produce 
new words by using the operation of more than one process. For example, waspish. 
The word ‘WASP’ is the acronym process which means White Anglo-Saxon 




2.5 The Function of Word Formation Process 
       Word formation processes have an important role in language which is to create 
the new words. According to Bauer (2004), word formation processes have two 
functions in the language. First, word formation process has a function of lexical 
enrichment. This function is needed to create the new words and to show the new 
concept in language. Second, word formation process has a function of a 
transpositional function. In this function, lexemes can appear in other new word class, 
so the same meaning can be transferred to a new function in the sentence. Moreover, 
by knowing the word formation process, especially in English, students can solve the 
problems in translating because they have known about word formation process.  
 
2.6 English New Words 
      English new words are the English words that are new exist and rare to hear that. 
Every year, English will produce new words. According to Monitor (2017), a new 
word is created every 98 minutes or it can be said that a new word is created about 
14.7 words per day. That new words will be listed in a dictionary. 
 
2.7 Dictionary 
 According to Meriam Webster (2018), a dictionary is a reference book listing 
alphabetically the words of one language and showing their meaning to another 
language. In other words, the dictionary is a book that lists the words of the language. 
Takahashi (2012) stated that dictionary has a function as a tool which is common to 
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use by second and foreign language. He also stated that dictionaries can help students 
to find the new meanings of unknown words.  Moreover, Hamilton (2012) stated that 
dictionary has some functions in learning language, which are as a tool to provide the 
students about vocabulary, facilitate students in word learning, and support L2 
readers in reading comprehension.  
 
2.8 Types of Dictionaries 
Dictionary has some types, multilingual dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries, and 
monolingual dictionaries. 
2.8.1 Multilingual Dictionaries 
         Multilingual is something or someone who is using many languages. It is 
usually more than two languages. Multilingual dictionary is dictionary which consists 
of many languages. For example, Al Munawwir dictionary. This dictionary involves 
three languages, such as Arabic, Bahasa, and English.   
2.8.2 Bilingual Dictionaries 
         Bilingual is something or someone who is using two languages. Bilingual  
dictionary is dictionary which consists of two languages. Bilingual dictionary has two 
types: 
a. Unidirectional Dictionary 
       Unidirectional dictionary is bilingual dictionary which involves a single 
direction. For example the dictionary which has English and Bahasa. It can be 
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translated just from Bahasa to English or just English to Bahasa. This dictionary also 
does not involve irregular and regular verb. 
b. Bidirectional Dictionary 
       Bidirectional dictionary is bilingual dictionary which involves two or opposite 
direction. For example Kamus 5 Milyar dictionary. This dictionary involves two 
languages, English and Bahasa. It can be translated from Bahasa to English and vice 
versa. This dictionary also involves irregular and regular verb.  
2.8.3 Monolingual Dictionaries 
         Monolingual is something or someone who is using one language. Monolingual 
dictionary is dictionary which consists of one language only. For example, Merriam-
Webster dictionary, KBBI dictionary, Oxford English Dictionary, and so on. 
 
2.9 Oxford English Dictionary Online (OED Online) 
      Oxford Dictionary is one of monolingual dictionaries. It consists of one language 
only which is English. Therefore, it can be translated just from English to English. 
Oxford Dictionary is up-to-date dictionaries around the world, from English, Arabic, 
and Portuguese which is published by Oxford University Press. Nowadays, OED has 
two versions which are online and printed dictionary.  
 By using the online version, it can help the students who are more interested in 
going access rather than reading a printed dictionary. Besides, Hacken,  Abel, Judith 
Knapp (2006) stated that electronic dictionaries can give challenge to the second 
language learners to exploit more about word formation process. Therefore, 
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dictionary is useful to the learners to learn about word formation procesess. OED 
online can be accessed in http://www.oed.com/. Besides, this dictionary has some 
lists of English new words in every year. The lists of English new words can be 
accessed in OED online in http://public.oed.com/the-oed-today/recent-updates-to-the-
oed/. 
 
